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COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION FORM 


If there is an issue with more than one veterinarian please file a 
separate Complaint Investigation Form for each veterinarian 


PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE 


FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 


Date Received: Jan lo, 2020 Case Number: of - SF 


A. THIS COMPLAINT IS FILED AGAINST THE FOLLOWING: 


Name of Veterinarian/CVT: _O¢, Gi e 4 eC 


Premise Name: _Gieges WO le ak 


Premise Address: 4 


City: Siecsca ViStca_ State: ny Zip Code: 62 $2) 


Telephone: 430-7'32- $alQ 
900-2HB-O0t 


B. INFORMATION REGARDING THE INDIVIDUAL FILING COMPLAINT*: 


Name: Macic, + Sebsre ey Mihlea 


Address: —————— 


awA. Cai 
City: = SS State. <2 | Zip Coded 


Home Telephone: Se Zell Telephone: 


*STATE LAW REQUIRES WE HAVE TO DISCLOSE YOUR NAME UNLESS WE CAN SHOW THAT DISCLOSURE WILL 
RESULT IN SUBSTANTIAL HARM TO YOU, SOMEONE ELSE OR THE PUBLIC PER A.R.S. § 41-1010. IF YOU HAVE 
REASON TO BELIEVE THAT SUBSTANTIAL HARM WILL RESULT IN DISCLOSURE OF YOUR NAME PLEASE PROVIDE 
COPIES OF RESTRAINING ORDERS OR OTHER DOCUMENTATION. 


C. PATIENT INFORMATION (1): 
Name: Any cs Klien 
Breed/Species: (4 ces) hos 0 { rey 
Age: 5-6 Yeac Sex: Senorl e Color: 2 sexo dol Se 
Com Conde 


PATIENT INFORMATION (2): 


Name: 
Breed/Species: 
Age: Sex: 


Color: 


VETERINARIANS WHO HAVE PROVIDED CARE TO THIS PET FOR THIS ISSUE: 


D. 
Please provide the name, address and phone number for each veterinarian. 


De-mrenec 44g 2 § Bis Secouister F 

‘ Pane g c 
MERE N CW WosQe Oc 
4984 <.3and 54. CSO Latin Saralr Caro pero 


F< : 
E. WITNESS INFORMATION: 9 20° 74%- 9 331 
Please provide the name, address and phone number of each witness that has 


direct knowledge regarding this case. ; /, 
Ga ‘lynn Artkansen 


O6¢. Sancdr. Canoe iz 
Yee Raed Heep dont ea, 


= esa? TS 


vattestation or Person Requesting Investigation 


By signing this form, | declare that the information contained herein is true 
and accurate to the best of my knowledge. Further, | authorize the release of 
any and all medical records or information necessary to complete the 


investigation of this case. 


Signature: WU Kuler 
Date: _Ja-Ie- 19 


F. ALLEGATIONS and/or CONCERNS: 

Please provide all information that you feel is relevant to the complaint. This 

portion must be either typewritten or clearly printed In ink. 

D<i Giewer believes She dud po uINEN® When NK 
OVEC MOSed ox Ooo, Any, Cuecdased ovis OMe Ko 
Tre USO eh alent iow T understard), Hho Met ect UCIA 
Voy Gmumed nosed eds tre dcse Loss 40 Jugiv. 

Prya eves PERU Jo div Giegern FE % yy woud 
ASSUR curd She GOI Or OM He mMelearecen beCeESe Ae 
Sell yho mow noe Supne eb-x\3is, Sho melodicouy WS 0 
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atfrsnee te 20-57 


I examined Anya, a greyhound mix canine, of Maria Killen on 11-12-2019 at my clinic in 
Sierra Vista. They weighed 76.6 Ibs. and came in for vaccinations and to check in for weight 
gain. Owner also requested a thyroid test. I found her to have symptoms of arthritis of lumbar 
vertebrae as her CP reflex was slow. I took a blood sample for thyroid test and sent it to Idexx 
Labs for total T-4. 


That day I sent home Metacam 7.5mg to take one a day for 30 days. I have been starting 
large dogs on the higher dose of .2mg/kg for 5 years since I started my mobile Veterinary 
practice, as an alternative to the higher prices NSAIDS on the market. I haven’t had any 
problems on this higher dose and it seemed to be more effective for arthritis. 


Arizona State Veterinary Board, 


Anya developed ulcers according to veterinarian at Valley Veterinary Clinic in Tucson, 
Az. She said she had a perforated ulcer and was euthanized. 


I have since then stopped using Meloxicam long term and only dispense it at this high 
dose for 3 days for large dogs after surgery. I script Carprofen for large dogs long term now for 
arthritis. I refer to other clinics for X-rays if there is no improvement as I do not have an X ray 
machine. I was hoping Anya could get more exercise if she could move better and lose weight. 


I scripted Thyrozine, as the T-4 total test was low, at higher dose Img BID. 


I realize that Metacam should be reduced to a lower dose after 3 days and have stopped 
prescribing it for more than 3 days. 


Sincerely, 


Dr. Garrel Geiger 


verdoc GELbER fgmashee 


VICTORIA WHITMORE 
- EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - 


DOUGLAS A. DUCEY 
- GOVERNOR - 


ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 
1740 W. ADAMS STREET, STE. 4600, PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85007 
PHONE (602) 364-1-PET (1738) * FAX (602) 364-1039 
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INVESTIGATIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 


TO: Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 


FROM: AM Investigative Committee: Robert Kritsberg, DVM - Chair 
Cameron Dow, DVM 
Carolyn Ratajack 
Christina Tran, DVM - Absent 
Jarrod Butler, DVM - Absent 
Steven Seiler - Absent 


STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Tracy A. Riendeau, CVT 
Mary Williams, Assistant Attorney General 


RE: Case: 20-59 
Complainani(s): Jeffrey and Maria Killen 
Respondeni(s): Garrell Geiger, D.V.M. (License: 3819) 


SUMMARY: APPLICABLE STATUTES AND RULES: 
Complaint Received at Board Office: 1/6/20 Laws as Amended August 2018 
Committee Discussion: 6/2/20 (Lime Green); Rules as Revised September 
Board IIR: 7/15/20 © 2013 (Yellow). 


On November 12, 2019, “Anya,” a 6 year-old female Greyhound mix was presented to 
Respondent for an exam and vaccines. Complainants were concerned about weight gain 
and requested a thyroid test. 

After examining the dog, Respondent felt the dog was arthritic and dispensed meloxicam 
7.5mg once a day for 30 days. He later prescribed Levothyroxine 1mg twice a day due to the 
dog's low thyroid. 

On November 27, 2019, due to lethargy, vomiting and anorexia, the dog was brought to 
VCA Valley Animal Hospital and Emergency Center. The dog was hospitalized and 
diagnostics were performed; septic abdomen was identified and a tear in the gastrointestinal 
tract was suspected. 

Complainants elected to euthanize the dog; a necropsy and histopathology was 
performed and it'was determined that a meloxicam overdose was the likely cause of a 
pyloric perforation. 


Complainant (Mr. Killan) was noticed and appeared telephonically. 
Respondent was noticed and appeared telephonically. 


20-59, GARREL GEIGER, DVM 


The Committee reviewed medical records, testimony, and other documentation as described below: 
e Complainant(s) narrative: Jeffrey and Maria Killen 
e Respondent(s) narrative/medical record: Garrel Geiger, DVM 
e Consulting Veterinarian(s) narrative/medical record: Sarah Carotenuto, DVM - VCA Valley Animal 
Hospital and Emergency Center. 


PROPOSED ‘FINDINGS of FACT’: 


1. On November 12, 2019, the dog was presented to Respondent for an exam and vaccines. 
Complainants were ‘concerned with the dog's weight gain and requested a thyroid test. 
Respondent examined the dog and found a weight = 76.6 pounds, a temperature = 102 
degrees, a heart rate = 120bpm and a respiration rate = 40rom. He noted that the dog had a 
hard time rising and CPs in the rear were slow. Respondent suspected lumbar disc disease/spinal 
degeneration. The dog was referred out for radiographs. The dog was vaccinated for rabies, 
distemper, parvo, lepto and bordetella. Blood was collected for they thyroid test and the dog 
was discharged with: 
a. Meloxicam 7.5mg, 30 tablets; give 1 table once a day. 


2. The Total T4 results were 0.9 (1 — 4 reference range) therefore Respondent stated in his 
narrative that he prescribed Thyrozine Img twice a day (not documented in medical record). 


3. On November. 27, 2019, the dog was presented to Dr. Carotenuto at VCA Valley Animal 
Hospital and Emergency Center due to anorexia, vomiting and lethargy. Complainants reported 
that the dog had been vomiting for the past two days, was not interested in food and was not 
active — just laying around. The dog was currently on meloxicam 7.5mg once a day and 
Levothyroxine Img twice a day. Upon exam, Dr. Carotenuto noted the dog was minimally 
responsive, had an elevated heart rate, was dehydrated and an uncomfortable abdomen. She 
recommended blood work and radiographs, as well as hospitalizing the dog for IV fluids and 
gastrointestinal medications. Dr. Carotenuto presented Complainants with an estimate which 
was approved. 


4. The dog was hospitalized for diagnostics and treatment. Dr. Carotenuto advised 
Complainants that the blood work was as expected for severe GI upset with profuse vomiting 
and anorexia. Radiographs were consistent with free fluid in the abdomen, which was 
confirmed with an AFAST-a sample of the fluid was collected and the dog had bacteria in her 
abdomen likely from a tear in the GI tract. Complainants were told that if they were going to 
move forward, surgery was needed to explore the dog's abdomen. If not, humane euthanasia 
would be recommended. 


5. After considering their options, Complainants elected to humanely euthanize the dog due to 
financial constraints. Dr. Carotenuto went over the diagnostics, the likely septic abdomen and 
possible causes. She expressed concern with the dosage of meloxicam being administered to 
the dog for two weeks and offered to perform a necropsy. Complainants agreed. 


6. Necropsy revealed 850mLs of serosanguinous fluid in the abdomen upon entry. The posterior 
aspect of the stomach had a large area of necrosis extending from the pylorus to the antrum. A 
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20-59, GARREL GEIGER, DVM 


small 0.4cm perforation was noted. The proximal duodenum was hemorrhagic. The pancreas 
was edematous. Samples were taken of stomach/pylorus and pancreas. 


7. After discussing the necropsy findings with Complainants and that it was still not possible to 
confirm that the findings were secondary to NSAID overdose, histopathology was 
recommended and approved by Complainants. 


8. When the histopathology results were returned, Dr. Carotenuto called Complainants to advise 
that no neoplasia was identified and no foreign object was found on necropsy therefore it was 
highly suspected that the perforation was due to an ulcer caused by the NSAID administration. 


9.On December 5, 2019, Dr. Carotenuto spoke with Respondent about the case and to let him 
know that Complainants would be reaching out to him. 


10. Respondent stated in his narrative that he had been starting large dogs on the higher dose of 
meloxicam for five years. He had not had any problems and it seemed to be more effective for 
arthritis. However, Respondent has stopped using meloxicam long term and only dispenses it at 
the high dose for three days for large dogs after surgery. He continued that he realizes that 
meloxicam should be reduced to a lower dose after three days and has stopped prescribing it 
for more than three days. 


COMMITTEE DISCUSSION: 


The Committee discussed that it was obvious that the dosage of meloxicam the dog received 
was improper and resulted in the death of the dog. 


COMMITTEE'S PROPOSED CONCLUSIONS of LAW: 
The Commitiee concluded that possible violations of the Veterinary Practice Act occurred. 
COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDED DISPOSITION: 

Motion: It was moves and seconded the Board fina: 


ARS § 32-2232 :(11) gross negligence; treatment of a patient or practice of veterinary 
medicine resulting in injury, unnecessary suffering or death that was caused by 
carelessness, negligence or the disregard of established principles or practices. 
Respondent did not follow the recommended manufacturer dosages when dispensing 
meloxicam causing a pyloric perforation, leading to the death of the dog. 


*ARS § 32-2232 (21) as it relates to AAC R3-1 1-502 (L) (7){a-d) for failure to record in the 
dog's medical:record that Thyrozine was prescribed. *[(L) (8) may be more appropriate in 
this situation as the medication was prescribed, not administered] 


ARS § 32-2232 (12) as it relates to AAC R3-11-501 (1) for failure to use current professional 
and scientific knowledge by using the non-FDA approved thyroid medication Thyrozine. 
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20-59, GARREL GEIGER, DVM 


Vote: The motion:was approved with a vote of 3 to 0. 


The information contained in this report was obtained from the case file, which includes the 
complaint, the respondent's response, any consulting veterinarian or witness input, and any 
otherSources used to gather information for the investigation. 


Tracy A. Riendeau, CVT 
Investigative Division ' 
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